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Course Description 
 
Development Theory and Practice  
This course focuses on the concept of development, development theories and the practice of development 
in the real world. In doing so, the course will offer an overview of the key debates in development theory and 
approach. We will explore major social science theories and their contribution to development paradigms, 
including liberalism, Marxism, modernism, postmodernism, alternative development and post-
developmentalism. We will examine the interlinkages between theory and practice through numerous case 
studies in Southeast Asia and globally. The course will critically review contemporary debates about 
development, including the link between modernity and development, participation, empowerment, gender 
and the role of the development practitioner. 
 
Politics of Public Policy  
This course aims to introduce students to key concepts of public policy and to familiarize students with the 
underlying structure and dynamics of public policy processes. It also examines definitions and basic ideas of 
non-state actors; collective actions of social and political movements; and interest and pressure groups in the 
public policy process. Selected cases drawn from various policy areas of developmental concern will be 
examined using a number of analytical approaches to critically discuss each process of formulation, 
implementation and evaluation. A substantial part of the course will emphasize the political dimensions of the 
multiple roles that various actors play in the policy process, particularly their impact on agenda setting and 
policy implementation, including case studies of civil society organizations and people's participation in political 
and social change 
 
Migration as a Development Issue  
Approaches to national and international migration from the perspectives of multiculturalism, migration 
systems, migration policies and regional policy development.  Nature of flows and patterns of population 
movement in the region and major types of mobility: labour migration, refugee flows and development-
induced displacement and resettlement (DIDR).  Cross-border issues including communicable diseases, labour 
markets and human trafficking.  Implications of international migration for regional economic, social and 
political development. 
 
Globalization and Development in Asia and the Pacific  
This course provides an in-depth overview of the theoretical approaches to, and the main empirical issues in, 
globalization and development in the Asia-Pacific region. The course examines the meanings of globalization 
and development and their central processes, institutional structures, and dynamics. It is particularly concerned 
with the ongoing struggle for development in the less advanced and poorer countries in the Asia-Pacific. 
Attention is also given to the relationship between globalization and inequality, development, and cultural 
diversity. Salient issues in development such as economic justice, the environment, and human rights will also 
be covered. 
 
Research Methods in Development Studies  
This practical course introduces students to a variety of research methods and techniques – quantitative and 
qualitative – currently used and misused in development studies. These include, among others, inferential 
statistical techniques, social surveys, participant observation, interviewing, and the analysis of documents, 



census and historical data. The course examines the process of defining researchable development problems 
and analyses when, where, and why certain quantitative and qualitative methods may be appropriate for 
exploring particular substantive research problems. It aims to train students to be able to conduct their own 
research projects as well as to evaluate the quality of research reports and findings by others from a 
methodological point of view. 
 
Conflict Resolution  
Understanding conflicts formed in the increasingly globalized society, focusing particularly on intra-state 
conflicts between the state and the people in the state formation and the development process; Analysis of 
conflicts as an important step to resolutions, including evaluation of roots causes, dynamics, impacts and 
consequences of conflicts; The relationship between development and conflicts will be examined with an 
emphasis on the role of globalization in shaping the nature of conflicts and resolutions. Observation of the use 
of violence in conflict processes and exploration of various possibilities of peaceful conflict resolution including 
problem solving, mediation, negotiation, and mechanisms in democratic decision-making processes. 
 
Development practicum  
This course presents an opportunity for practical applications of previously studied development theories, 
conceptual frameworks and methodologies. This might include an analysis of problems and needs assessment; 
project development and innovation; assessment and evaluation; and problem-solving activities. Students will 
be temporarily working with development organizations on a mutually-agreed subject.  
 
 
Gender and Human Rights Problems in Asia and the Pacific  
This course provides an opportunity to pursue studies in the application of theories of gender and human rights 
to contemporary ethical and social issues arising from “development”. Students will explore specific and 
controversial topics in areas such as poverty, social justice, individual and group rights, administration of justice, 
living standards, work, bio-ethics and genetics, environment, sexual and racial equality, child labour, mental 
health, illness, human and social security, energy, corruption, Asian values and cultural diversity. This course 
encourages students to link theses specific and practical areas into gender and human rights questions relevant 
to the experiences of East and Southeast Asia. 
 
Development Project Management  
The course provides an introduction to skills and techniques which are commonly seen as basic in the 
management of development projects. They include: project conception; logical frameworks; qualitative and 
quantitative surveys for needs and impact assessment; cost-benefit analysis; ethical standards and systems of 
accountability; budgets and financial control; and the writing of proposals and reports. But alongside promoting 
competence in these, the course explores the intrinsic flaws and biases in such practices, asking what the 
broader developmental implications are of carving out projects amenable to management. The aim is to help 
students become potential employees who can work effectively in development organizations, but who are 
also reflective and critical people rather than functionaries of a system. At the same time the course should be 
of value to aspiring scholars and policy-makers who wish to be able to relate questions of the power and 
effectiveness of aid to its established practices and the problems which beset them.  
 
 



             

Environmental Politics and Policy  
This course explores the key environmental challenges facing people and the planet, and the rise of the 
environment as a policy and a political issue. The course begins by critically discussing the range of ethics and 
ideological positioning towards the environment, from survivalism to preservationism to promethianism. 
Environmental policy-making and the principles and practice of environmental governance at the local, 
national and global scale will be thoroughly discussed, identifying the role, positioning and strategies of the key 
actors involved.  Environmental issues, including natural resource use (forests, rivers…), energy, and global 
warming will be explored, illustrated with case studies from within Southeast Asia and globally. We will use the 
tools of political ecology, for example common property theory and theories on science, power and 
knowledge, to help us integrate our understanding of society’s economic, political and cultural interactions 
with the environment. Overall, we will seek to define and refine our understanding of “sustainable 
development,” and ask whether it is possible to achieve a form of “sustainable development” that 
encompasses economic growth, environmental protection and social justice? 
 
Selected Issues in Development and Economy  
This seminar will explore selected issues in economic management in developing countries. Experiences from 
one or more countries will be used as a case study to examine economic reforms, structural adjustments, 
hunger and famine, etc. This course will also highlight political problems and social aspects of economic policy 
formulation and implementation.  
  
Critical Issues in Development Studies               
This course looks at the contemporary fundamental development problems and emerging social phenomena 
including intellectual property rights, debt crisis, poverty, development assistance, bio-diversity, and new forms 
of risk societies.  
 
Class Schedule 
Classes are normally held from Monday to Friday, between  
9.00 – 12.00 AM and 13.00 – 16.00 PM.  
Each course is made up of 15 sessions. The number of sessions varies from week to week, as some courses are 
taught intensively by visiting foreign lecturers and others by permanent faculty members. 
Courses combine lectures and student-led seminars.  
Regular class attendance is required for both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Degree Option:  
 
Tuition and Other Expenses 
*The approximate exchange rate $1 is 30 Baht 
The following fees and charges are for the 2013-2014 academic year. 
Fees may change slightly from year to year. 

  

  Baht   US$  
Application Fee              800      27  
Tuition       195,000     6,500  
(65,000 Baht or US $2,167 per semester)    
     
Registration Fee for Thai Student         69,000    2,300  
(23,000 Baht or US $767 per semester)    
Registration Fee for Non - Thai Student       240,000     8,000  

(80,000 Baht or US $2,667 per semester)    
Workshop and/or  field-trip         15,000      500  
Total for Thai Student       279,800     9,327  

Total for Non - Thai Student       450,800   15,027  

Incidental expenses of non-residents are estimated as follows:   

Books & Supplies & Data Processing         25,000        833  
Accommodation       120,000   4,000  
Meals & Miscellaneous         84,000   2,800 
     

Non-Degree Option: 
 
Those who are NOT interested in pursuing their M.A. degree may also attend one or more courses to further 
their knowledge of development issues.  The cost is 15,000 baht/course and 9,500 baht for the university 
registration fee.  
 
Academic Calendar  
 
First trimester:   August  -  November 
Second trimester:  December  -  March  
Third trimester:   April  -  August  


